The Snow was General: A presentation by Mary Lou Anderson

It is a pleasure to be here today to talk to you about The Dead, one of the short
stories from Dubliners by James Joyce. Before we get into the elements of this story, |
would like to give you some background information about both James Joyce and his
book. Joyce is recognized as an influential contributor to the 20th century modernist
avant-garde. Margot Norris, the editor of the Norton Critical Edition of Dubliners writes,

Dubliners is arguably one of the most famous
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graduated from University College Dublin. At age 22, he migrated to Europe and
although, he never again resided in Dublin, Ireland remained his creative inspiration.

Joyce saw Dublin as a major caTJ2.6ned
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James Joyce’s The Dead is about a journey. This journey moves the
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His aunts watch for his arrival, they fuss because it is well after ten o’clock and
yet there is no sign “on such a night” 12 of Gabriel and his wife Gretta. From the
beginning, the weather and Gabriel are linked. Events have an inter-dependence in The
Dead. When Gabriel and Gretta enter the house, they enter a circle of light and warmth.

It is a traditional home that Gabriel will later describe as a place of “genuine

warmhearted courteous Irish hospitality”. ** He must TJ3.7[VpD)6 (e)[FJ3 0 Td( )Tj-0.006 Tc 0.006 Tw
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home in the snow it she were let”.?! He believes she is not sensible and knowing better,
he must protect them both against the elements. Reference to the galoshes, diving suit

and the hotel stay act to reinforce Gabriel’s desire to keep himself and






The Snow was General by Mary Lou Anderson

how the monks sleep in their coffins, the conclusion being “wouldn’t a comfortable
spring bed do them as well as a coffin?”. 30 Later, Gabriel remembers his grandfather’s
horse running around the statue of King Billy, another protestant historic figure, taking
the indignant very pompous old gentleman with him. Gabriel retells the story while
walking in a circle in his new galoshes, His actions reinforce the absurdity of the time
but within his story is a kernel of reality, a measure of concern for Irish and British
relations. Gabriel sees the need for change but also mourns the loss of past tradition. It
all leaves him feeling helpless and unsettled.

The party comes to a close and Gabriel and Gretta prepare to leave. They step

into the “murky air”. 3! The snow
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