The Tao of Inquiry:
JLUVW (QFRXQWHUV %HWZHHQ =HQ 0DV\
and Contemporary Western Readers.

7KH IROORZLQJ WKRXJKWYVY DUH LQWHQGHG WR LQWURGXFH D
UHDGLQJ RI 'nJHQ FDQ EH PDIGH PRQHUDOLRXNWMDLQH ZLOO EH
SHOHFWLQJ RQH .DWWR RWRPZLDPRQJ radd@PIWFWXUHYVY ZH ZLOC
HIDPLQH WKH FHQWUDO TXHVWLRQ RI WKLV WH[W ‘H ZLOO W
WKLV TXHVWLRQ ) UR P wMlkekpand au@sidy-Hto\sorditér faiHhemes

FRPPRQ WR DOO RI KLV ZULWLQJV )LQDOO\ ZH ZLOO FRPSDI
familiar to Western students.

'nJHEHJLQVY DQG HQGYV KLV OHFWXUH FDOOHG .DWWn RU 3WZL
and GHDWK Rl % RGKLGKDUEDK WK R YWZE IRIW W KR ERNRW I KW W KH
W H D F K B@aidhiBn to China. The central focus of the lecture is authentic

WUDQVPLVVLRQ RI RRRRZHWKHDV PN UQODVYPLVVLRQ LV DFKLHYHG Z|
necessary to esure thaW WKH WHDFKLQJ LV NHSW ERWK HIIHFWLYH DQ

‘H FRXOG EHJLQ ZLWK 3WZLQLQJ YLQHV DV D ZD\ WR ORRN PI
PHWKRG RI WHDFKLQJ E\ ZDQRZHXHMVWVRPR@OWYYE@E VHFWLRQ

“By a direct transmission of correct realization th rough 28
generations, [Buddha’s treasury of the true dharma eye]
reached the venerable Bodhidharma... Bodhidharma went to
China as the first teacher there... [he became] The first Chinese
Ancestor... through realization, he attained the source through
the source and made it the root of branches and leaves.”

$QG IURP WKH ILQDO VHFWLRQ RI .DWWn

“It is said that the First Ancestor [Bodhidharma] returned to
India. | have learned that this is wrong. What Songyun saw on
the road as Bodhidharma coul d not have been actual. How
could Songyun have discovered Bodhidharma’s destination?”

%HWZHHQ WKH RSHQLQJ DQG FORVLQJ VWDWHPHQWYV ZHJYH N
ZKDW LW PHDQV WR EH %RGKLGKDUP D WZHDOIFW LLQN PBIQ® \Z KADRN UL
meansto PDVWHU WKH WHDFKLQJ 7KH GLVFXVVLRQ FRQVLVWV D



foOORZ H@estons— TXHVWLRQV ZKLFK 'nJHQ FRQVLVWHQWO\ OHDY
answers.

$V ZH FRQVLGHU WKH QRWLRQ RI TXHVWLR®e¢ toQr@ ttaQ VZHUV L



6DFH ZH DUH ORRNLQJ DW D VSHFLILF SDVVDJH WKH HQG RI
SURSRVDOV FRXOG QRZ EH PDGH FRQF Hith@an® BniitksH LGHD R *
$QVZHWYVW 'nJHQYV DQVZHUV DUH QRW XQWVUHYDMHBDWR WK |
DSSHDU B6HARROQHULKQLVRI PXOWLSOH DQVZHUV LV QHYHU LQFRY
SHUVSHFWLYH +H GRYLP BKIFFKOEBIBRPHY FOHDU RQO\ DIWHU
Finaly ZKLOH VRPH SKLORAXRSKVMNDFAD®®RQLQJ DQVZHUV DOW
doesnot. +LV FRQVW D Qwtohi8 PRQLWL



ol XV PLVWD/MHQWKHP DV VHSDUDWH 'nJHQTV SHGDIJIRJ\ WKH
concernstherenaminJ DQX®LI\LQJ RI WKHVH YLQHV LQ WKH PLQGV RI
their inner and outer experience wil EH D VHDPOHVY ZKROH 7KH WUXO\ *UD
RQH DVNHG 11U



&KLQD



KLP RQ KLV RZQ WHUPV ZKLFK DUH PRUH SHUVRQDO DQG |UI
6 RF U DMWdbo¥Ifiqury ° EH RXU FORVHVW FRQQHFWLRQ WR 'nJHQ" $ E

%RWK 6RFUDWHMNIidDh@&Ced-HRFIH WUDQVPLVVLRQ 7KH\ ERWK XV
FRQQHFW RU UH
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