
  

          
   

  
 

   
 

               
  

 
                

  
 

                
  

 
      

 
              

    
 

        
    

 
                 

  
 

            
  

 
                
  

 
          

 
                 

        
 

              
              

       
 



  

      
 

              
             

        
 

            
 

        
 

           
 

           
 

 
       

 
             

 
 

               
            
     

 
            

 
      

 
           

 
            

 
 
      
 

          
 

   
 

           
            

 

I should have known he was a Johnnie. 

Eventually, I learned to pick them out of a crowd. One of my law students, also a Johnnie, 
always wanted to get to whether justice could be determined at all, even when I asked merely 
for an interpretation of the language of a rule. 

She may have been the only student who even read the rule. 

And I must say, Johnnies are classy, even when disagreeing. 

They have mastered the art of making strong counterpoints without being confrontational. 

And before you notice, they’ve changed your view, or at least refined it—provided more 
nuance. 

So I’ve been with Johnnies—and their questions—long before coming here. 

But with all these chance encounters in mind, let’s turn to the intentional questions that got us 
here.  

Two years ago, when the Board of Visitors and Governors asked me to be the next President of 
St. John’s College, I honored their question with serious thought and discussion—two mainstays 
of the institution. 

Every one of us has had to answer life-changing questions over the years. 

We can all relate to that. 

For many of our students, their college choice may have been that major question. 

Each of us knows the feeling of anticipation that hangs over an important decision that must be 
made. 

Maybe you’ve felt confidence in your intended choice, 

Or perhaps trepidation over 





  

 
              
              

     
 

            
   

 
                

    
 

                
 

            
           

 
             

  
 

               
            

 
             

        
 

             
 

            
 

          
 

 
             

 
                   

            
 

      
 
               

              
 

             
        



  

 
          

 
                

 



  

 
        

 
         

 
              

       
 

       
 

           
       

     
 

              
    

 
       

 
            

  
 

              
      
 

              
     

 
            

     
 
            

 
         

 
           

 
     
 

            
    

 
              

           

But we are taking steps to change that— 

This inauguration is one of many instances of that change: 

Rather than solely including internal audiences as we’ve done in times past, we reached out to 
welcome all of you here to experience St. John’s College. 

And we will continue to do so: 

o As we develop deeper, broader, and more authentic ties to the institutions, 
leaders, lawmakers, and higher education partners, whose well-being is 
inextricably tied to our own. 

o As we confront the more troubling sides of history that have unfolded on the 
land we now occupy. 

o And as we reimagine aspects of ourselves. 

Last month, for example, we welcomed the Annapolis community to our campus’s revived 
Mitchell Art Museum. 

Here, we challenge all who enter to consider the human experience, and to let extraordinary 
art and artists inspire persistent and timely questions. 

In the museum’s first exhibition, called The Open Museum, we’ve invited visitors to write and 
draw directly on the walls. 

The still-evolving display unites a variety of unique perspectives cultivated, not just around the 
Johnnie table, but across our region. 

Married with a deep respect for our history, the power of our collective experiences— 

o From the ones represented in the museum exhibition 

o To those we heard in some of today’s earlier remarks— 

Enables us to meet contemporary challenges: 

o How will we use our educational model to more effectively help students find a 
purposeful life and purposeful work? 

o How will we offer broader access to students from diverse backgrounds, who will 
add to the special chemistry of the St. John’s College experience? 
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o And how will we ensure they succeed here? 

And of course, as a Johnnie would ask, what does success even mean? 

As we reach new inflection points, I believe we are well positioned to face these and other 
challenges. 

We have the brain power, the practiced skill of questioning, and the tools to have hard 
conversations and react to meet the moment; 

And to push boundaries that sustain and evolve our distinctive pursuit of service to our 
students, our country. 

In the past year, we’ve already begun to make some meaningful advancements—improving 
accessibility and augmenting quality of life for our campus community. 

We celebrated the opening of our new and expanded Student Health and Wellness Center, 
which is intentionally located in the middle of campus. 

Student well-being is both the prerequisite and the consequence of learning. 

So naturally, expanding student support and ensuring they feel safe and ready to learn is a 
major priority for me, and for the college. 

It is my vision that St. John’s College sustains its unique spirit and continues to set itself apart 
from other institutions of higher education— 

And that we keep leaning into our distinctive curriculum while responding to the needs of our 
time, remaining relevant for the next 100 years and beyond. 

We must champion an atmosphere where students have a strong sense of Belonging, and they 
are set up for success as participants in civic life and the workforce; 

An environment where we are engendering responsible citizenship and lifelong learning, while 
responding thoughtfully and ethically to the demands of the marketplace; 

A wellspring of Diversity embraced by and encouraged in our student body, staff, faculty and 
program of study; 

And a place where Affordability for our students is always front of mind. 
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Your gracious words and performances filled me with a sense of purpose and gratitude for the 
spirit of this institution and your confidence in me is humbling. 


